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Though not a work of history, this book isn’t entirely fiction either.
We've fabricated some details in service of the story, but the charac-
ters said and did (most of) the things you'll read. And as the notes
and references will indicate, many of the quotes and incidents that
you'll think most likely to be made up are the best documented facts.



FALLOUT: J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER, LEO SZILARD, AND THE
PoLiTicAL SCIENCE OF THE ATOMIC BOMB

First Edition: October 2001

ISBN 0-9660106-3-9
Library of Congress Control Number: 2001091068

All stories ©2000, 2001 Jim Ottaviani. Artwork ©2000, 2001 Ja-
nine Johnston, Chris Kemple, Steve Lieber, Vince Locke, Bernie
Mireault, Eddy Newell, and Jeff Parker. Cover illustration: “Put
that in your pipe, and smoke it” by Jeffrey Jones. Lettering on
“Birth” by Tom Orzechowski and on “School” by Nate Pride.
Some names, characters, places, and incidents are used fictitiously.
No portion of this book may be reproduced, except for purposes
of review, without the express written consent of Jim Ottaviani.
Special thanks to my alert editors, patient family and friends, and
the Godfathers.

GENEPQ{ s \ﬂBS
A production.

G.T. Labs
P.O. Box 8145
Ann Arbor, MI 48107

info@gt-labs.com
www.gt-labs.com



15
birth

53
school

99
work

151
death

209
notes & references

231
the artists



prologue

(1996)




I made the great mistake of feeling relieved of my responsibility
... the chance to show the world that science can stop a terrible
war without killing a single person was lost.

—Edward Teller, New York Times, December 28, 1970




50 m T™ME CASE oF STROKE, we
MWKYS CONDUCT A TEST
FOR MENTAL ACUITY.

1 UNDERSTAND ALL
WHY 1S IT ALWAYS

LISTEN
THAT, BUT

ME THAT ENDS UP HAVING
TO DO THIS?

SRR

RRRREARRRATICIR

LL

TELL YOU WHAT,
IF YOU ASK I’
BUY LUNGH.
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EXCUSE ME, SIR? SORRY To WAKE
YOU, BUT WE HAVE TO ASK SOME
STANDARD QUESTIONS . FOR ,um,

WELL YOU KNOW... WE ASK
STROKE PATIENTS?

YES, UM, \NE\.L...\.ET

START,UM, WITH ... -~

AREYOUTHE FAMOUS
EDWARDPTELLER?Y

NOD. I AM THE
INFAMOUS
EDWARD TELLER.
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Zerstore nicht, was Du nicht erschaffen kannst.
—Zehn Gebote von Leo Szilard, 30. Oktober 1940
[Do not destroy what you cannot create.
—Ten Commandments by Leo Szilard, 30 October 1940]
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So slowly, by human
standards, did humanity
gather itself together out
of the dim intimations of
the beast.

And that first glimmering of speculation,
of achievement, that story-teller bright-eyed

flushed under his matted hair,

It doomed the mammoths,
and it began the setting of
that snare that shall catch
the sun.
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ERR... ARE
YOU ALL
RIGHT DR

SZILARD? /.

YES YES,
QUITE FINE,

. AT'S JUST
THAT YOU'VE
BEEN IN

\ THERE FOR,

WELL ...

IS IT NOON
ALREADY?!

THANK YOU
SO KINDLY FOR
INTERRUPTING
ME --1 WILL BE

OUTIN A
MOMENT.
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QUR COLLEAGUES
SCHLESINGER AND \
MARSCHAK SUGGESTED
WE SPEAK FURTHER
ABOUT FORMING A
REFUGEE SETTLEMENT
COMMITTEE HERE.

YOUR b, )
SPECIAL ' WELL, SIR 4
INTEREST | Y BEVERIDGE, I
IN THIS IS ot = HAVE MYSELF |4

=2 3  RECENTLY
EMIGRATED... /©

"... AND.I KNOW ON
THE FIRST-HAND THE
DIFFICULTIES D
DANGERS INVOEVED.

30 o nee 5672

"NOT ONLY WHERE f - e ¥ creiTh

CROSSING THE BORDER - : P IRRROWING, I
IS CONCERNED.. AN 2N § N\ $R%LE DAY

. 2 AHEAD OF THE!

= — { ARST MAJORS

- - | GHACKDOVWNS




"MY TRAIN WAS NEARLY EMPTY AND I HAD
THE MEANS TO TRAVEL FIRST CLASS, ¢ =
CORRECTLY ASSUMED THE NAZIS (» --"A
WOULD JTAKE LESS CARE WHEN -

CHECKI Gl HOSE PASSENGER

"I WAS i

FORTUNATE
I HAD ALREA
PACKED MY
BAGS, AND
COULD LEAV

NOTICE.

g ¥

A

11

P
L
LB E8 0

| HAVE TALKED WITH

LREGARDING THE
. OF THE WORK

"SINCE MY ARRIVAL-IL~

NIELS BOHR AND MANY
OTHERS: THEY?AGREE'

» .THE VERPNEXT DAY THE
TRAINS WERE FULL WHEN THEY
LEFT GERMANY, BUT NEARLY

4 ARRIVﬁ
.

EMPTY WHEN T
wdN VIENNA, —
= L

HERR
PROFESSOR,

' I ONLY WANT TO

KNOW THE FACTS

MAKE UP THE
THEORIES
. MYSELF.

1| OF PHYSICS. I'LL

HE
BEST PHYSICISTS
OF QUR TIME...




"...AND THEN LEFT - g "THERE WILL BE MANY MORE LIKE

GERMANY AND THE ‘ " ME, AND THEY WILL NEED MORE
CONTINENT TO ESCAPE e THAN JUST ESCAPE.

THE WORST POLITICAL : : EY WILL NEED A

SITUATION ONE CAN = - PLACE--AND THE

IMAGINE. o= — SO Y. MEANS--TO STAY.
1 "-—‘) ,’ lh I: - \ ':.'.

+ i

REGARDLESS,
AND THOUGH I AM
ALSO A JEW, I DISAGREE
WITH PROFESSOR EINSTEIN'S ||
SUGGESTION THAT WE
FORM A REFUGEE JEWISH
UNIVERSITY HERE IN
ENGLAND.

"IN FACT, I MYSELF
AM CURRENTLY
BETWEEN
POSITIONS."




WHEN WE TALKED IN
VIENNA YOU MENTIONED
OTHERS SHARED HIS
VIEW, THOUGH.

YES,
EINSTEIN AND
OTHERS WOULD \
EITHER RAISE MONEY
FOR THE PALESTINE
UNIVERSITY OR FOR
AN EMIGRANTS'
UNIVERSITY TO BE
FOUNDED
SOMEWHERE IN
EUROPE.

BOTH
I THINK
ARE TCO
LIMITED.

WE NEED
SOMETHING '\
BROADER. A |\

WAR WILL COME
AND IT WON'T
BE JUST JEWISH
PROFESSORS
WHO NEED
AID.

THE PRIME
MINISTER
ASSURES US
THAT GERMANY
WILL NOT--
CANNOT--
REARM.

I ALSO DON'T SEE
WHERE WE'LL HAVE
MUCH SUCCESS RAISING

TRYING ECONOMIC
TIMES. &

FUNDS IN THESE RATHER /.

2

PREMATURE,
OF THAT I
AM OFTEN
ACCUSED.
BUT IN
MATTERS
SUCH AS
THESEIT IS
BETTER TO
BE A BIT
EARLY THAN
A BIT LATE.




| REGARDING OUR PROSPECT
-4 FOR SUCCESS, I WOULD SAY THIS:
WHEN A CHILD I READ A BOOK
CALLED THE TRAGEDY OF MAN.
FROM IT I LEARNED VERY
LITTLE...

PREMATURE
IN READING
IT.

...PERHAPS
1 WAS

/ BUTIDID °
LEARN THIS:
1T IS NOT
NECESSARY TO
SUCCEED IN
\ "ORDERTO
\ PERSEVERE. /

IF SCIENCE
CANNOT
YET SAVE
THE WORLD,
PERHAPS WE
SCIENTISTS
CAN SAVE
SDN:_? OF

I KNOW I CAN COUNT ON YOUR
SUPPORT, SIR WILLIAM, AND WILL
LEAVE TH!;:_{I\;QTTSER IN YOUR

NOW I AM AFRAID I
MUST TAKE MY LEAVE--1
VISIT LORD RUTHERFORD IN
CAMBRIDGE TOMORROW AND
HAVE TO MEET A COLLEAGUE |
THIS EVENING BEFOREI GO. /[

Rutherford ran the world-renowned Cavendish Laboratory in
Cambridge, where James Chadwick discovered the neutron.
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THE BRITISH ASSOCIATY, ON

FALL, I1933:
LONDON

RUTHERFORD &
IS AN EXPERT
IN NUCLEAR
"\ PHYSICS.

AND AN
EXPERT IS A
MAN WHO
KNOWS WHAT
CANNOT BE
DO
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