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Chapter 1




When NIELS BoUR DISAGREED WITH YOU— ANT NOT JUST
MILZLY, BUT WHEN HE REALLY THOLGHT YOU WERE NUTS—
WE WOULD EXPRESS (T IN THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE TERMS:

W] /oreE MUK
/A MORE THAN YU
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HARSHZ YE5, BUT HE WAS A TOUGH CUSTOMER. FROM THE BEGINNING —EVEN
WITH W6 CLOSEST AND LIFELONG FRIEND HARALP (HIS YOUNGER
BROTHER). AS BOYS THEY SOMETIMES ALAYEY A GAME WHERE THEY
WOUL[ TAKE TURNS TEA%,»IN(—;l EACH OTHEKR.
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AFTER 10 RELENTLESS
q MINUTES OF UARALD'S
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N  GOOP.
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M,}%&é >

PISCUSHING 9
KIERKEGAARY
MOTHER .

* AT TUIS AGE (T WAS |4
LIKELY MOLLER'S I
PHILOSOPHICAL
WRITINGS, ACTUALLY,

NN N
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PONR PO55E4LED GREAT PHYSICAL STRENGTH ALL WIS LIFE, BUT RIPN'T USE IT
TO SETTLE PHILOSOPHICAL DIFFERENCES AFTER WS GRAPE SCHO0L YERRS ,

HE CAME  AFTER ALL, TROM A FAMILY THAT WAS "WIGH TO THE CEILING."

THIS TERM,
RESERNEP
BY PANES
FOR THOSE

OF HIGH
SOC(AL DNY

INTELLECTUAL

STANDING, FIT
CHRIST/AN
HARALD
LAURITZ

PETER

EMIL

BOHR
AND

ELLEN BOHR

(NEE ATL
PERFECTLY.

ELLEN (MURESSED GOODNESS AND AN INTEREST IN ALL PEOPLE
UPON HER CHILPREN, AND CHRISTIAN — A UNWERS(TY PROFESSOR
AND PHYSICIAN~ BROUGHT THEM UIP WITH AN INTEREST (N SCIENCE
ANP IN A HOME WHERE DISCUS5(NG AND PEBATING IFEAS WAS AN
IMPORTANT PART OF EVERYVAY LIFE.

| ]
s T O s e | N1ELS oLpER S1STER JENNY
WAS BORN ON OCTOBER. N LAY PRECEVED HIM B TWO
e NYEARS AND WIS BROTHER.
J : t_?AzAw AUGUST FOLLOWED
- ¥ TWo




NIELS LIVEP AND WORKED (N ENMARK HIS WHOLE LIFE, SO LIKE
FELLOW VANE AANS CHRISTIAN ANPERSEN, HE COULY SAY:

CIN ENMARK
TWAS BoRN, 'Tis THERE
MY HOME 1S, FROM
THERE MV ROOTS, FROM

THERE MY WORLD
EXTENDS,

1 & L
S

A\ THIS MAKES BOHR QUITE UNLIKE SO MANN OF (1S FELLOW SCIENTIZS )
—1y WHOENVEY LIP LIVING FAR ANAR FROM TREIR ORI6INAL HOMES..

AT NIELS' BIRTH
IN 1885 DENMARK
WAS EUROPE’S
OLPEST KINGDOM.,

BUT ITHAD GROWN ey
PROGRESSINELY Srerhaii s
SATALLER SINCE £ NoRWBY - 52 g A
THE DAYS OF THE W GARRAE
KALMAR B8 o s

UNION OF 4397, VE
WHICH COMBINED :
PENMARK, NORWAY
AND SWEDEN
UNPER THE DANISH
QUEEN MARGRETE T,



Nogway
LEFT IN

1814

SWEPEN HAD
BROKEN AWAY
IN 1527, ANV
LATER WARS
GAVE UP
EVEN MORE
TERRITORNY
T0 THE
SWEDES.

ﬁ&wmx%'m

AND IN 4864 DENMARK
LOST RoUeHL 43 OF
(TS REMAINING LAND
( NOT COUNTING
GCREENLANL — MOST
PEOPLE DON'T! )
AND 3/3 OF \TS
POPULATION WHEN
OTTO YON BISMARCK'S
TROOPS TooK THIS
LAST CHUNK BY FORCE
ON BEWALF OF THE
GERMAN
CONFEPERATION.

M
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50, YOUNG NIELS WAS BORN INTO A SMALL COUNTRY, STILL HUMILIATED BY A
CRUSHING PEFEAT JUST OVER TWENTY YEARS BEFORE. THE OFFICIALREACTION?
¥

"Outigrd %

0555 st be
sdted

? §2 53

A PHILOSOPHICAL POLICY STATEMENT WORTHY OF PENMARK'S MOST FAMOUS
PRINCE, BUT NERY MUCH A27 FIETIONAL.

TAhe
WITH T ,

; . andiscoverd
e (N ( g
STEPPED OFF whose bourh

CENTER no traveller

e Vetiuphs,,,
WORLY

PoLITIcS,

BECOMING..,

v
> [l
L
# - v N *
' L |
-

IN 1885, QUEENVICTORIA WASSTILL ON THE THRONE, ANU MOST OF THE
POUTICIANS WHO WOULY SUAPE NIELS WORLY WERE E(THER, VERY YOUNE
OR (WNTHE (AcE OF KITLER, MAD, ANY HIROHITO) NOTYET BORN.




THE TIMES \NERE EQUALLY ZZ.
INTERESTING W THE 2RTS,, {35 1

ENOLGH
M‘ ” / 651/ )

“YALL KINGS
15 MOSTLY
RAPSCALLIONS!

\ [-':jr./
TUAT'S FROM Ak F7AVA,
PUBLISHED A YEAR
BEFORE NELS BIRTH,

TWAIN (WHOSE WRITING BOHR LOVED N His ~@ ) S g
LATER VEARS) 15 AT WIS FEAK, AS 1S WILDE LA ®
- S Ve

' — i

4™
1 MELVILLE ANT WIITMAN ARE STILLAROUNDAND
7| KIPLING BAS JUST BEGUN TO MAKE WIS MARX,

H.&. WELLS (5 19, ROBERT FROST (5 11, JAMES JOVZE 15 3, ==
KAFKA (5 2, ANy FRANK LLOYD WRIGHUT (5 16,

[LL WORK\NG,
THOUGH HE HAGN'T FINISHED ONE
OF KIS MOST FAMOUS PIECES,

PVORAK , BRAHUMS, VERDI, AND
SILBERT & SULLWVAN ARE ALL
ACTINELN COMBDSING AS WELL,
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VISUAL SIDE, AT
THE TURN OF THE 20+h
CENTURY ASIAN ART

16 JUST BECOMING
\NFLUENTIAL (N
THE WESTERN

PEGAS, MONET, CEZANNE AND
MANY OTHER TMPRESS/ONISTS
ARE ACTNE v

BUT JACKSON POLLOCK
GEORGIA O'KKEEFE , AND &
NORMAN ROCKWELL

AREN'T YET BORN, WHILE
PICASS0 (S ONLY 4.

\/——““ 3 S
= ANV T
o STILL HAVE BOTH
MY EARS,
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50, THIS THOROUGHLY MODERN MAN, KNOWN To
1| HIS PEERS (BEHIND HisBACK) ASTHE POPEOF \
NN ATOMIE PHYSIZS , WAS BORN (N WHAT THE y
\__ CHINESE WOULY CALL INTERESTING TIMES,

N AND ENTERED A VERY DIFFERENT WORLD
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) No Au*romoslw:s PROVE THE COPENHAGEN ‘STREETS
OF WIS YOUTH, NO A RPLANES FLEW OVERHEAD,
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THERE WERE NO MOVIES
EITHER, SINCE THE
LUMIERE BROTHERS\NON'T
] INVENTTHE MOTION FPICTURE

=] <AMERA UNTIL 1805,

.
- ?\\\\:}FW A
1

- ‘\:\r_:"-%k - AR
ANV FORGET CELL PHONES AND €D, AFTER ALL, THE TELEPHONE 5 ONLY NINE
YEARS OLD AND THE PHONOERARA (5 EVEN NEWER.

BUT THANKS TO THER FATHER, NIELS AND HARALD P\U HAVE SOCCER L
OR FOOTBALL , AS IT'S CALLED (N MOST oF THE WOELD.

PROF CHRISTIAN BOHR WAD
FOUNDED THE UNWERSITY OF
COPENHAGEN'S JAAZEM/SK
BOLIK LB AN BOTH BOYS

PLAYED, NIELS DEFENPEP
éOAL LAY
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HARALV ALAYED HALFBACK
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«.AND LED THE 1908
oy DAN\SH OLYMPIC TEAM
HA,G TO PENMARK'S FIRST
— : SAVER MEPAL,
[ | / i 0 \
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HARALD OFTEN
SEEMED A STEV 4
AHEAD OF NIELS. L
HE COMPLETEV

Wi MASTER'S
THESIS WELL
BEFORE WIS \
OLDER BROTHER
FOR \NSTANCE #

S
WITH KIS WHOLE TEAM ON

HAND TO ASSURE VICTORY
HERE AS WELL.

W 7. i (8 ==

% NOT THAT NIELS WAS A BAD STUPENT, /2R SE. SEE 'APOCRYPHA" ON PAGE
277 FOR ONE POSSIBLE REASON WHY (T TOOK NIELS <0 LONG TO
GRADUATE.
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